Def.  Doc.  1311 


Goriarn  Scibessy 
J.lv'r.  405/37 


Tokyo,  8  Iferch  1937. 


POLITTCAL  li  yopi.if.Tioi; 

Subject :  float  ion  .of  Jepr.nePQ  South  Sees  Follcy 

In  recent  veers  there  hr 3  scercely  boon  one  speech 
pl-tlcftl  prceraci,  or  one  Diet  debate  thet  hes 
not  at  least  suggested  and  in  stereotyped  expression 

broueht  up  the  problem  of  Jrpcneoe  South  Soa  Policy,  The 
reason  for  this  was  besides  the  life  end  death  problems 
for  Jepe.n  of  raw  firterirls,  markets  end  immigration,  the 
prestige  of  the  Navy  which  weintalned,  as  is  widely  known 
in  contrast  to  the  continental  aims  of  the  Army,  the  * 

necessity  of  sufficient  protection  of  peaceful  expansion 
in  the  South  Seas  by  Japan, 

It  is  not  surprising  that  the  present  day  Diet  is 
prying  more  than  merely  traditional  or  fcedemlc  Interest 
in  the  South  Seas  problem  wh«;n  one  see  s  that  the  v:e6hins?ton 
xroaty  has  recently  «::pired,  that  the  English  and  /juerlcen 
nuv/  powerful  nrva.l  armament  is  causihs  disgust  in  Japan, 
that  the  question  of  the  world  division  of  raw  materials 
has  reached  a  decisive  sta -e  ns  a  result  of  the  meeting  of 
the  Committee  in  Geneve  end  the  concrete  taking  up  of  the 
wrmr.n  colonlnl  and  rr\)  material  problems,  and  thnt  lastly 
the  lengthy  J  pa noso-Nother lands  IJast  Indian  trade  treaty  ’ 
negotiations  havo  not  yot  shov/n  any  satisfactory  results. 


The  Japanese  government  has  also  recontly  tended  to 
show  tendencies  of  r  certain  intensification  of  its  South 
sea.s  xolicy.  oevoral  measures  have  boon  t/ ken,  which  at 
the  sane  time  should  meet  the  endeavors,  anchored  gener¬ 
ally  in  the  Intornil-pollticr 1  reform  program  for  the 
strengthening  and  unifying  coordination  of  the  foreign 
trade  policy. 


In  this  v/ay,  tho  Foreign  lllnistry  here  has  established 
a.  South  Sees  Division,  end  its  mission  is  to  unify  and  lead 
cll  official  work  done  cenoorning  the  Douth  Seas  questions. 

Ilorcover,  tho  newly  appointed  Japanese  Ministry  to 

the  Ifegue,  former  Director  of  tho  iiast  Asiatic  Fureau  of 
the  Foreign  Ilinlstry  Klwashina,  wr.s  despatched  on  an  in¬ 
spection  tour  to  tho  Nether  lands  IVst  Indies  before  going 
to  his  riev;  post.  Fis  activities  there  will  scarcely  bo 
restricted  to  simple  courtesy  contacts  v'ith  the  NSI  officials 
or  to  scculercto  tho  Ja  panosu-rxSI  Trade  :iYerty  negotiations. 
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It  is  purh-pa  bettor  to  rooupt  tbo  vltv/  thrt  KuwrsMrcir, 
rl'tor  Ilia  return  to  Jtprn,  b  rsod  on  I  Is  Inpressions  grined 
on  tho  spot,  v/111  suggost  to  tlio  oonoernod  govornmontr  1 
(jufrtura  pirns  to  furtb^r  uffootivoly  oi  rry  out  vrrloua 
Jcppuoso  j>rojoots  in  the  South  Lena,  in  ordor  to,  rftor 
his  rrrlvrl  rt  tho  Hegue,  lead  Jr pcncso-liutoh  rolrtions  to  n 
•  new  tnci  positivo  phr  su, 

Tho  hicchoat  lording  prlnciplj  for  the  Jc.p^noso  policy 
will  bo  In  future  £8  In  tho  p£ at  —  this  will  bo  empheslzod 
on  rll  ooceslous  —  the  rbsclutoly  friendly  economic  do- 
volopmont  fnd  p«notrftion  of  oxtrenoly  lnport£:nt  rew 
oftoriel  fnd  iirrlcet  regions  in  closo  rnd  friendly  egroo- 
mont  with  tho  Ivothorlrnda  Oovurnnont, 

Conoorning  this  grrdurl  aottling  of  tho  trrgct  by  the 
govornuont,  r.  Klnsolto  14. P.  v/ho  prye  spociel  rttontlon  to 
South  Sors  problons,  Ilyogoro  Sckurel,  in  his  Interpol  let  ion, 
uf  cifj  ft  point  thft  fppoerod  to  bo  pruti;  turo  rnd  to  over¬ 
shoot  its  trrgot.  Hu  proposed  thrt  Jrpr.n  should  lofso 
otiirnrlly  tho  ITethorlenda,  Nuv/  Guinot  rnd  other  sof.ll 
n^lgliborlng  islrnds  end  ooncludo  f  non-rggresslon  pact 
with  Hollnnd,  Prliio  lllnlstor  end  Foreign  I’inietur  Heyeshl 
rirdo  a  roaorvod  rnsv/or  end  arid  ho  v/ould  consider  the  pro- 
poael,  end  utilized  tho  opportunity  to  egrin  enphesizo  that 
Jfprn  hrd  no  tcrrltorlrl  rnbltlona  concorning  tho  brsi  or 
tho  Phllipplnoa, 

In  tho  courao  of  this  dobr.to,’  Ilryeahl  in  tho  end, 
touched  briefly  on  the  ouoatlon  of  lustre  Hr  ti  ianigr''ticn 
rnd  promised  that  the  govornment  would  trko  tho  Initio tlve 
rise  in  this  direction. 

In  the  Diet,  rnd  thoroforo  in  tho  open  forum  of  Jrprn 
rnd  the  world,  rll  tho  problems  included  in  the  concept 
of  "Impetus  Tewerd  the  South"  v/ere  one  ffter  mother 
touched  upon.  The  exprussions  wore  renewed  thrt.Jopen  sees 
in  the  pefcuful  penetration  rnd  development  of  the  thinly 
populfted  South  Sors  rrw  mrteriRl  rrecs  where  Japanese 
Ifbor  end  otpltel  hrd  tlrerdy  widely  trkon  hold  one  of  the 
moat  nr  turf  1  v«:y8  to  sctlsfy  Ifponoae  mrterlcl  necessity 
in  the  sense  of  c.  Justified  division  of  rew  mftorlf-1  end 
coloniel  frees  of  tho  world. 

On  thu  morning  following  tho  duboto,  a  Dome!  report 
from  the  Hague  hfd  the  effect  cf  r  cold  douche.  According 
to  this  report,  the  Dutch  Government’s  answer  to  tho 
JrpfneSe  proposal  wrs  thrt  the  conclusion  cf  a  non-rggroa- 
sion  pact  wrs  contrrdictory  to  the  generrl  ettitude  rnd 
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politiorl  trr.clitlon  of  tho  Ks^thorlr  nds,  hov/ov^r,  thrt 
tho  Kuthorlf  nds  Ck)vjrruiwnt  v/»  s  r-^rdy  v/lthln  tho  scopo  of 
tho  policy  of  tho  opon  door,  which  hcs  rlwp.ya  tudn 
nfintririod  by  it,  to  conslCor  sincoPoly  tho  JrprnoSo 
proposnl  to  rcquiro  rights  lu  Tov/  Guiriv^r. ,  provldod  it 
turns  out  to  bo  loyally  valid « 


( •.^it,t>o  l  I  VOK  DIRKSEN 


■^  '  r 


Def  Doc  No.  1011 


CIRTIFIUaTE 
OF  ORIGIN 


I,  Y/X£  MAXON,  Cliief  of  the  Dooiuiont  Division,  IPSf 
horeby  certify: 

1.  That  I  an  Chief  of  the  Document  Division  of  the 
International  Prosecution  Section,  GHv^,  bCAP,  end  as  such 
have  possession,  custody,  and  control  of  orit$inal  or  copies 
of  all  documents  obtained  by  the  said  Section. 

2.  That  frames  289  -  292  being  ^sheets  of  o  photostatio 
copy  of  telegram  from  Dirk sen  to  Berlin  of  8  muroh  1937  and 
falned  in  IPS  Document  4040  were  reoelved  by  tho  IPS  from  the 
Office  of  the  Chief  of  counsel  of  the  Nurenburg  War  Crimes 
Trials. 


7 


( Signed) 
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